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he USC School of Theatre
offers a wide range of
courses open to non-majors,
as well as theme-based theatre
minors, that give students the
flexibility to choose electives
based on interest.

PERFORMANCE OPPORTUNITIES
are open to non-majors for the
annual musical (397, by audition)

in experimental production classes
(495 and 496 with a "D" clearance)
and in solo performance (479).

Several sections of some classes
are available in both fall and
spring. Many courses require a
“D" clearance, which is available
in the School of Theatre Academic
and Student Services Office,
Drama Center 107.

ACTING Learn how actors breathe
life into characters and plays.
Study movement, voice, scene
analysis and improvisation.

PRODUCTION Discover what goes
on behind the scenes of a theatrical
production in the administrative,
technical and design fields through
hands-on participation.

APPLIED THEATRE ARTS

This interdisciplinary field applies
the art of theatre to education,
therapy and the social sciences
with the aim of creating an expres-
sive dialogue for social change.

DESIGN Study costume, lighting
or scenic design in courses featur-
ing both theory and hands-on
practice. Learn from professional,
working designers.

MANAGEMENT Courses cover
vital areas from administration
and marketing to fundraising
and stage management.

PLAYWRITING Focus on the art
and craft of dramatic writing.
Students develop new material
with the mentoring and advisement
of experienced playwrights.

DANCE Learn various styles of
dance as well as choreography,
history and philosophy. Perfor-
mance opportunities are available.
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GENERAL THEATRE

Explore the many exciting facets of theatre with this minor.
Students can take a variety of classes in acting, playwriting,
dramatic literature, design and production. The curriculum is
flexible, and students enrolled in the minor are encouraged
to take part in performance and production projects.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

THTR 101 Introduction to Acting 4 units
or THTR 125 Text Studies for Production 4 units
THTR 130 Introduction to Theatrical Production 2 units

Also required are 4 units of Critical Studies (301, 302, 313, 314 or 476m)

Required upper-division THTR electives: 14
Total units required: 24

PLAYWRITING

The Minor in Playwriting presents undergraduate students who
are not theatre majors with a concentration in the discipline of
playwriting as a means for broadening and deepening expres-
sion utilizing the literary and performing arts. This minor offers
a foundation for extended expression in dramatic writing and
creative writing genres in general; fostering skills in research,
development, communication, collaboration, and craftsmanship
in the process of preparing a play for its realization on stage.
The minor seeks to illustrate the significance of the play in the
theatrical context as being the original point of departure for
all theatre art, the living blueprint that helps to create the full
theatrical experience.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

THTR 101 Introduction to Acting 4 units
or THTR 125 Text Studies for Production 4 units
THTR 305a Directing 4 units
THTR 365 Playwriting | 4 units
THTR 366 Playwriting Il 4 units
THTR 479 Solo Performance 4 units

Total units required: 20
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PERFORMING ARTS

The Minor in Performing Arts provides an interdisciplinary
inquiry into the nature and aesthetics of the performing arts.

It combines the disciplines of Cinematic Arts, Dance, Music and
Theatre. This minor is a unique course of study that looks at
how the performing arts contribute to a culturally literate society.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS
THTR 303 The Performing Arts 4 units

Plus a minimum of four courses (16 units) from the following list.
Three courses (12 units) must be upper division. One course (4 units)
must be selected from each school.

CTCS 190 Introduction to Cinema 4 units
CTCS 200 History of the International Cinema | 2 units
CTCS 201 History of the International Cinema I 2 units
CTCS 392 History of the American Film: 1925-1950 4 units
CTCS 393 History of the American Film: 1946-1975 4 units
CTCS 404 Television Criticism and Theory 4 units
CTCS 464 Film and/or Television Genres 4 units
CTCS 469 Film and/or Television Style Analysis 4 units
MUHL 220x The Great Composers 4 units
MUHL 302 Musical Cultures of the World 4 units
MUJZ 100x Jazz, Ragtime and Blues 4 units
MUSC 400 The Broadway Musical: Reflection of American

Diversity, Issues, & Experiences 4 units
THTR 280 Dance as an Art Form 4 units
THTR 300 Introduction to Modern Drama 4 units
THTR 301 Greek and Roman Theatre 4 units
THTR 302 Shakespeare in His World 4 units
THTR 380 Historical Approaches to Dance 4 units
THTR 385 Choreography and Performance 4 units
THTR 404 Acting Theory 4 units
THTR 493ab Periods and Styles 2/2 units

Total units required: 20

Note for Cinematic Arts, Music and Theatre majors: Cinema majors take
8 units of Music and 8 units of Theatre; Music majors take 8 units of Cinema and
8 units of Theatre; Theatre majors take 8 units of Cinema and 8 units of Music.
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A P P L | E D T H EAT R E ART S Pre-Teaching Majors/Minors in the Teaching Profession must take 8 units:

THTR 101 Introduction to Acting 4 units
The Minor in Applied Theatre Arts is offered in two fields of study: THTR 210 Theory and Practice of World Theatre | 4 units
a General minor and a minor with an emphasis on Education. THTR 211 Theory and Practice of World Theatre II 4 units
THTR 216 Movement for Actors 2 units
ATA/General THTR 295 Theatre in America 2 units
The Minor in Applied Theatre Arts addresses the theory and THTR 301 Greek and Roman Theatre 4 units
practice of applying theatre skills as supplemental tools for IHIRIS02 Shakespeare in His World 4 units
therapists, cultural field workers and activists. ATA minors learn (AT O b S Uik e oLk atlinits
. q q B THTR 313 Comedy of Manners 4 units
how to turn passive observers into more active and critically o .
tici ts th h the traini d £i £ theat THTR 314 Advanced Topics in Modern Drama 4 units
_aware (PRI eI S rou_g & raln!n.g cltief Il NS LA THTR 341x Voice for the Non-Major 2 units
in and among their relative communities. THTR 342ab Basic Voice 2/2 units
THTR 365 Playwriting | 4 units
COURSE REQUIREMENTS g . .
= = = THTR 476m African American Theatre 4 units
THTR 101 Introduction to Acting 4 units
THTR 305a Directing 4 units
THTR 468 Theatre in Education 4 units ATA/EDUCATION FOCUS COURSES (12 UNITS)
THTR 477 Theatre and Therapy A uilie (Recommended that these courses be _taken after Foundation SI_(iIIs Cou_rses.
TR h T . 4 uni These courses may not duplicate requirements for student’s major or minor
m eatre in the Community units program requirements.)
Total units ATA/General Minor: 20 EDEAS02 SleballEdTcation £ wiiie
EDPT 310 Parental Influences on Children’s
Educational Development 4 units
ATA/Education I:I: :::m gultural Id:n‘cmesRmI Pe.rformance : un!ts
. . . . . t t
The Minor in Applied Theatre Arts with an emphasis on = fama 8s tuiman Beatlons L
Theatre in Ed i dd the th d i ¢ THTR 396 God, Drama and Entertainment 4 units
ea _re in Educa lo_n a. resses the theory and practice o = Theatre and Therapy Ao
applying theatre skills in the classroom to promote engaged THTR 478ab  Theatre for Youth 22 Units
and enlivened interactive critical thinking from a performative THTR 488m Theatre in the Community A Wilie
perspective. ATA/Education minors learn how to turn passive THTR 489 Theatre Internship 4 units

students into more active participants in the learning process.

Required Capstone Course
FOUNDATION SKILLS COURSES (8-9 UNITS)

(Recommended that these courses be taken first.) THTR 468 Theatre in Education 4 units

Students not seeking a pre-teaching major or a minor
in the Teaching Profession must take 5 units:

Total units ATA/Education Minor Courses: 24-25

EDUC 200 Introduction to the Teaching Profession 2 units
EDUC 204L Sociological Foundation of Education 3 units
or EDUC 205L  Child Development and Learning 3 units

And 4 units from:

THTR 101 Introduction to Acting 4 units
THTR 216 Movement for Actors 2 units
THTR 295 Theatre in America 2 units
EDUC 409 Foundations of Language Education 3 units
EDUC 410 The Teaching of Reading and Writing 4 units
EDUC 411 Reading and Writing Instruction

in Secondary Schools 4 units
EDUC 413 Methods and Models of Instruction

For Language Minority Students 2 units
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DANCE

The Minor in Dance is open to all undergraduates at the
university and offers a variety of courses in dance technique,
dance history and philosophy, choreography, production and
performance. The Dance Minor provides each student with a
unique experience that is compatible with a variety of majors.
The discipline of dance provides the basis for multidisciplinary
and multicultural work with course material relating to various
aspects of both art and science. Twenty-seven units are required
for the program and performance opportunities are available.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

THTR 380 Historical Approaches to Dance 4 units
THTR 388 Senior Seminar in Dance 4 units
THTR 482 Choreography for Television 4 units
THTR 483 Dance Performance 4 units
ELECTIVES (11-12 UNITS REQUIRED)
THTR 280 Dance as an Art Form 4 units
THTR 282* Activities for Professional Preparation: Dance 1 unit
THTR 285 Elements of Dance Production 4 units
THTR 385 Choreography and Performance 4 units
TECHNIQUE COURSES
THTR 181a Modern Dance 2 units
THTR 181b Modern Dance 2 units
THTR 182a Advanced Modern Dance 2 units
THTR 182b Advanced Modern Dance 2 units
THTR 183a Ballet 2 units
THTR 183b Ballet 2 units
THTR 183c¢ Ballet 2 units
THTR 183d Ballet 2 units
THTR 184a Jazz Dance 2 units
THTR 184b Jazz Dance 2 units
THTR 184c Jazz Dance 2 units
THTR 188a International Style Ballroom Dance

(to include folk and square dance) 2 units
THTR 188b International Style Ballroom Dance 2 units
THTR 189a Tap 2 units
THTR 189b Tap 2 units

*Must be taken with one of the technique courses

Total units required: 27-28



USC SCHOOL OF THEATRE

NON-MAJOR COURSES

ACTING

101 Introduction to Acting
Study fundamental techniques
necessary for performance.

121a Fundamentals of Acting
Explore the elements of the
actor’s imaginative skills.

122 Improvisation and
Theatre Games Frees the actor
physically and emotionally

to stimulate creativity, imag-
ination and self expression.

124a Character Acting

Learn to develop imaginative
and individual characteristics
for a dramatic role.

341 Voice for the Non-Theatre
Major Enhance vocal texture,
range, color and projection.

343 Musical Theatre Audition
Gain the confidence and learn
how to prepare for auditions.

421 Effective Oral Presentation
Develop and practice perform-
ance skills.

479 Solo Performance
Write, develop and perform
personal monologues.

480 Performance for the
Camera Learn the dynamics
of acting in film and televi-
sion. Audition required.

484 Acting in Television
Commercials Train to succeed
in the field of commercials.

APPLIED
THEATRE ARTS

477 Theatre and Therapy
Explore theatre as a healing
art form. The many techniques
include games, improv and
drama therapy.

478ab Theatre for Youth Learn
to act, direct, produce, design
and create plays for, with and
by youth 5-18 years of age.

DESIGN

330 Scene Design 1 Historical
styles and methods for scenic
design applied in contempo-
rary practice.

331 Costume Design |

Contemporary and traditional
techniques, and execution of
costumes for assigned works.

332 Lighting Design | Learn
modern and historical meth-
ods of lighting for the stage.

DIVERSITY

393m Cultural Identities in
Performance Engages with
the potential of theatre as
a means of personal explo-
ration and social redress.

395 Drama as Human
Relations Focus on American
ethnic and multicultural
diversity from the perspectives
of gender, race and myth

as revealed in plays, film and
other performance media.

476m African-American
Theatre Examine issues

of race and social class
through plays by and about
African-Americans.

PLAYWRITING

365 Playwriting | Essential
elements of playwriting
through assignments,
classroom workshops and
stage production.

MANAGEMENT

487 Promotion for the
Performing Arts Overview
of all aspects of marketing
the arts.

491 Theatre Organization
and Administration Learn
budgets, contracts, box office
procedures, and public
relations skills.

492 Producing Theatre
Analyze the process
of producing theatre.
(Prerequisite: 491)

PRODUCTION

222 Stage Make-up

The principles of make-up
materials and skills to support
the actors in their craft.

NOTE: These are some

of the many courses avail-
able. Please consult the
USC Course Catalogue

or http://theatre.usc.edu
for a complete list.

CRITICAL STUDIES

195 Theatre on Film
Theatre and its relationship
to society through major
plays into film versions.

295 Theatre in America
Contemporary American
acting, design, criticism
and playwriting.

301 Greek and Roman Theatre
Examines the function and
conventions of classical Greek
and Roman Theatre.

302 Shakespeare in His World
His plays and theatre, the
influences of his work and

his contemporary world.

303 The Performing Arts
An interdisciplinary inquiry
into the aesthetics of the
performing arts.

314 Advanced Topics in
Modern Drama 20th Century
realism and the avant-garde.

404 Acting Theory Examine
the theoretical foundations
of acting.
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University of Southern California
School of Theatre

1029 Childs Way, DRC 107

Los Angeles, CA 90089-0791

Tel. (213) 740-1286

Web: theatre.usc.edu

E-mail: thtrinfo@usc.edu





