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ALUMNI
What’s great
about the
training at the
USC School
of Theatre are
the necessary
tools it provides
for a long and

varied career in show business.
I use what I learned there every
time I work. And in a business
that is all about utilizing your
talent and making connections,
USC is a great place to start.”
– Tate Donovan, Actor/Director,

B.F.A. Acting, Class of 1985

The strength of our programs is reflected in the professional success of our students
in theatre, film, television and related careers. The School’s alumni have been
honored with the most prestigious awards in our profession – the Oscar, Tony,
Emmy, Golden Globe, Laurence Olivier and Palme d’Or – and include actors Forest
Whitaker, Kyra Sedgwick, LeVar Burton, Eric Stoltz, Tate Donovan, Anthony Edwards,
James Lesure, Jonathan Silverman, Sophia Bush, as well as writer/actor Grant Heslov
(Good Night, and Good Luck, Leatherheads), writer/director Andy Tennant (Fool’s
Gold, Hitch), producer/director Jack Bender (Lost, The Sopranos) and producer
Todd Black (The Pursuit of Happyness, Antwone Fisher). Recent graduates who starred
on Broadway include Stark Sands in 2007’s Journey’s End, for which he received a
Tony Award nomination as Best Featured Actor in a Play, and James Snyder who
had the title role in the 2008 Tony Award-nominated Best Musical Cry-Baby. We
are very proud of our distinguished alumni, some of whom are pictured below.
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VISITING ARTISTS
The USC School of Theatre attracts a wide range of guest
speakers and lecturers, including some of the most distinguished
talents from stage, film and television.

1 Oscar & Tony Award nominated actress Kathleen Turner
spoke to students about acting on stage, film & television.

2 During a conversation with Tony Award-winning actor
Brian Stokes Mitchell, he conducted a song analysis on
The Impossible Dream from his recent Broadway success,
Man of La Mancha.

3 Oscar and Emmy Award-winning actress Christine Lahti
taught a master class in acting.

4 Academy Award-winning actor Tim Robbins spoke to
students about breaking into and maintaining a career in
the entertainment industry.

5 Tony Award-winning actor Bill Irwin demonstrated
various performance preparation techniques.

6 Internationally-acclaimed actress Fiona Shaw, whose
performances range from Medea in London to Aunt Petunia
in the Harry Potter films, held a master class in Shakespeare.

7 Director Peter Sellars lectured about the importance
of staying true to your dreams as an artist.

8 World-renowned director and founder of the Royal
Shakespeare Company Sir Peter Hall worked with student
actors on performing Shakespeare.

9 Twyla Tharp, the award-winning director and choreographer
of the Billy Joel musical Movin’ Out, led a workshop on creativity
based on principles in her book The Creative Habit: Learn It
and Use It for Life.
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Madeline Puzo
Dean

Creative producer Madeline Puzo is a
23-year veteran of some of the country’s
leading regional theatres, including the
Ahmanson Theatre and the Mark Taper
Forum in Los Angeles and the Guthrie
Theater in Minneapolis. Dean Puzo has
commissioned and/or produced work by
such noted theatre artists as Bill T. Jones,
JoAnne Akalaitis, Spalding Gray, Joe
Chaikin, Philip Glass, Femi Osofisan,
Girish Karnad, and Robert Woodruff.
She has produced such diverse plays as
House Arrest: An Introgression, Acts I & II
by Anna Deavere Smith; Shakespeare’s
Measure for Measure and A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, directed by Sir Peter Hall;
and David Henry Hwang’s new version of
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Flower Drum
Song. Her adaptation of Truman Capote’s
A Christmas Memory was presented by
the Mark Taper Forum for 10 consecutive
years and toured Eastern Europe. While
director of Taper, Too, the Mark Taper
Forum’s second theatre, she won nine
Los Angeles Drama Critics Circle Awards.
Dean Puzo served as artistic consultant
and co-director for the theatre portion
of the 1984 Olympic International Arts
Festival and has been a consultant for
the National Endowment of the Arts,
the Pew Charitable Trust, Theatre
Communications Group, the Rockefeller
and Lila Wallace-Reader’s Digest
Foundations and has written for
American Theatre magazine.

DANCE

Margo Apostolos
Ph.D. Stanford University
Director of Dance
Associate Professor

Dr. Apostolos has authored and present-
ed numerous articles on her research
and design in Robot Choreography.
In addition to her doctoral and post-
doctoral studies at Stanford University,
she earned an M.A. in Dance from
Northwestern University. She has served
as visiting professor in the Department
of Psychology at Princeton University
and has taught in Chicago, San Francisco,
at Stanford University, Southern Illinois
University and California Polytechnic
State University. A recipient of the
prestigious NASA/ASEE Summer Faculty
Fellowship, she worked for NASA at
Jet Propulsion Laboratory/Cal Tech as
a research scientist in the area of space
tele-robotics. She was named a Southern
California Studies Center faculty fellow,
where she surveys theatre and dance
in the Southern California region.
Dr. Apostolos developed the Dance
Minor program in Theatre and directs
the dance concert each semester.

DRAMATIC WRIT ING

Velina Hasu Houston
Ph.D. University of Southern California
Associate Dean, Faculty
Director of Dramatic Writing
Professor

Velina Hasu Houston is a distinguished
playwright, Professor and Director of
the M.F.A. in Dramatic Writing program.
Her works have been presented interna-
tionally, garnering more than three
dozen writing awards, and include
Tea, Asa Ga Kimashita, Kokoro, The
Matsuyama Mirror, Hula Heart, Ikebana
(Living Flowers), Shedding the Tiger,
and Waiting for Tadashi. She has been
recognized three times by The John F.
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
twice been selected as a Rockefeller
Foundation playwriting fellow, and
was a recipient of a Japan Foundation
fellowship and a Lila Wallace-Reader’s
Digest Foundation grant. She was chosen
as the inaugural recipient of the Remy
Martin New Vision Award from Sidney
Poitier and the American Film Institute.
She is also a published poet and essayist;
and writes for film, radio and television
as well.

Oliver Mayer
Assistant Professor

Oliver Mayer is the author of Blade to
the Heat. Other plays include Conjunto,
Dias y Flores, Rocio! In Spite of it All,
Young Valiant, Joe Louis Blues, Joy of
the Desolate, The Road to Los Angeles,
Laws of Sympathy, The Righting
Moment, and Bold as Love. He authored
The Hurt Business: A Critical Portfolio
of the Early Works of Oliver Mayer,
Plus, published by Hyperbole Books.
He received a Gerbode Grant for the

A distinguished faculty, including a rich reservoir of professionals
working in the field, as well as scholarly professors, guide students
in their theatre training.
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libretto of America Tropical, an opera
composed by David Conte, which received
its world premiere in San Francisco in
April 2007. Mr. Mayer’s most recent play
Dark Matters won a Sloan Initiative
National Grant through the Magic
Theatre in San Francisco. Upcoming movie
work includes Dare to Love Me and the
film version of Blade to the Heat.

PERFORMANCE

Paul Backer
M.A. California State University,
Northridge
Co-Director of Performance
Senior Lecturer

Paul Backer has acted in numerous pro-
fessional theatre, film, television and
voice-over roles, and has directed over
45 plays, in addition to working many
jobs in motion picture/television produc-
tion. Mr. Backer has a B.A. from UCLA,
an M.A. from California State University,
Northridge, and is in progress toward a
Ph.D. from University of California, Irvine.
He is a Master Teacher in Fitzmaurice
Voiceworks. He has taught at University
of California, Santa Barbara; California
State University, Northridge; PCPA Santa
Maria; Los Angeles City College Theatre
Academy; Glendale College; and Santa
Monica College, and for many years has
been the artistic director of the Ojai
Shakespeare Festival. Mr. Backer teaches
courses in Voice, Acting, and Theatre
History and Literature.

Brent Blair
M.A. Pacifica Graduate Institute
Senior Lecturer

Brent Blair is a Linklater-designated
voice instructor and a former Fulbright
Scholar in the Igbo traditional theatre
of West Africa. He founded the Applied
Theatre Arts focus at the School of
Theatre and is the founding director
of the Center for Theatre of the
Oppressed and Applied Theatre Arts in
Los Angeles, based on the works and
training methods of Augusto Boal. He
has formed numerous collaborative and
curricular programs that partner with
community members using theatre as
a vehicle for education, therapy, and
social change. Mr. Blair teaches courses
in Voice, Theatre for Youth, Theatre
and Therapy, Theatre in Education
and Theatre in the community.

John Edw. Blankenchip
M.F.A. Yale University
Professor Emeritus

John Edw. Blankenchip has designed
scenery, costumes and lighting on and
off Broadway. Since joining USC in 1955,
he has designed at Tanglewood, La
Cenerentola for Guild Opera, La Jolla
Playhouse, and directed and designed
for Ebony Showcase. He is the founder/
producer/director of Festival Theatre
USC-USA, which has participated in
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival for more
than 20 years, as well as appearing at
the Holland Festival and completing
three tours for the AMERIKA Houses in
Germany for the U.S. State Department.
He received Fringe First Awards for the
British premieres of Buried Child and
Sondheim’s Follies. He directed the criti-
cally acclaimed production of Vivien at
the Edinburgh Festival and in Los Angeles
at the Tiffany Theatre. He teaches courses
in Directing and Experimental Theatre.

David Bridel
Director of Movement
Senior Lecturer

David Bridel is a stage director, choreogra-
pher, playwright, and master teacher
of acting. He has choreographed Ariadne
Auf Naxos for the L.A. Opera, Salome and
Das Gehege for the Bayerische Staatsoper,
Munich. For the Franklin Stage Company,
where he is co-Artistic Director, he has
directed A Doll’s House, What the Butler
Saw, Hedda Gabler, Eurydice, Dog in
the Manger, The Taming of the Shrew,
Twelfth Night, The Lesson & The Chairs,
Uncle Vanya and co-directed The Tempest.
He has taught and directed for many of
the leading actor-training programs at
drama schools and universities across
the U.S., including SUNY Purchase, UCLA,
CalArts, Cal State Long Beach, Rutgers
University, NYU (the Atlantic School),
and The Actors Center in New York.
He is co-founder and master teacher of
Studio Six, L.A.’s first clown school.

Charlotte Cornwell
Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art
Senior Lecturer

Charlotte Cornwell made her professional
debut with three seasons at the Bristol Old
Vic Company, playing a broad range of
roles from Kate Hotspur in Shakespeare’s
Henry IV to Becky in Sam Shepard’s Tooth

of Crime. Her first major TV series, the
influential Rock Follies, in which she
starred, won the BAFTA award for Best
Drama Series. She spent three years as a
leading member of the Royal Shakespeare
Company, and has worked as a leading
actress with the Royal National Theatre
since 1984. She has worked extensively
both in the West End and on the Fringe,
and has appeared in the U.S. in several
productions, including Richard III and
An Enemy of the People opposite Sir Ian
McKellen, Athol Fugard’s The Road
To Mecca and, most recently, Terrence
McNally’s Master Class and Alan Bennett’s
The History Boys.

Anita Dashiell-Sparks
Lecturer

Anita Dashiell-Sparks is a graduate of
NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts Graduate
Acting Program and is a Maryland
Distinguished Scholar. As an actor, she
has appeared on Broadway in Night
Must Fall starring Matthew Broderick
and The Sunshine Boys starring Tony
Randall and Jack Klugman. She has
appeared in numerous off-Broadway and
regional theatre productions, including
The House of Bernada Alba with Chita
Rivera at the Mark Taper Forum. Her
television appearances include Lincoln
Heights, Huff, Friends, The West Wing,
The Division and the Hallmark film
McBride: The Doctor Is Out. She was
awarded a 1998-1999 Fox Foundation
Grant to mount a tour of her solo per-
formance piece, Resurrection, for youth
and community organizations in New
York City. She is the founder and director
of Building Bridges: Communication,
Expression, Empowerment Theatre
Arts Program.

Alicia Grosso
M.F.A. University of Southern California
Senior Lecturer

Alicia is an interdisciplinary Theatre artist.
She directs and designs for School of
Theatre shows, and has directed and
designed many productions in the Los
Angeles area. She has a B.A. in Drama
from the University of Washington and
an M.F.A. in Theatre Directing from the
USC School of Theatre. She is an innova-
tor in prop design, and has written a
book about how to use glycerin soap
to create food props. Her book, Skin
Survival Guide for Actors, is a common-
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